
 
 

New Owner Buys the Vanderbilt Berkshires Estate, Formerly Elm Court 
One of the Region’s Most Historic Gilded Age Estates 

 

A Luxury Resort Development is Included Among the To-Be-Determined   
Plans for the Historic Mansion  

 
 

Stockbridge and Lenox, MA … Linda Law of  Law & Associates, a real estate developer and investor 
who formerly owned the gilded-age Blantyre Estate in Lenox, has purchased the Vanderbilt 
Berkshires Estate (VBE), formerly Elm Court, the largest shingled residence in the United States 
and one of the few remaining historically significant gilded-age mansions in the Northeast.  

The 89-acre estate, which spans the cities of Lenox and Stockbridge in Massachusetts, was designed 
in 1885 as a summer residence for Emily T. Vanderbilt and her husband William D. Sloane. Its 
expansive grounds were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, the ‘father of landscape architecture’ 
who also designed New York City’s Central Park and the U.S. Capital. There are also additional 
residences and amenities on the property, including stables and greenhouses.  

Law and her business partner, Dr. Rick Peiser, professor of real estate development at the Harvard 
University School of Design, are exploring alternative concepts for VBE. One of which is a luxury 
resort, with Law in discussion with several operators. The estate is fully entitled for 112 guestrooms, 
as well as a 15,000-square-foot spa and a 60-seat restaurant.  

“While this grand Berkshire estate is suitable for a country retreat, we are not yet certain what the 
next incarnation of this legacy property will be. But what we do know is that our team is going to be 
very deliberate in its thoughtful renovation to restore the vibrancy of this treasured landmark,” says 
Law. “Collectively, we have done a tremendous amount of research on the architecture and design of 
the Gilded Age and the history of the Vanderbilt family, and we feel a tremendous responsibility to pay 
homage to its legendary past,” she said. “Equally as important, we will pay the utmost attention to 
the historical importance of Elm Court as its own entity, as well as its position and prominence in the 
Lenox and Stockbridge communities,” she adds. 

 



A Storied History  

Elm Court was designed in 1885 by premier architects Peabody and Sterns as a summer residence 
for Emily T. Vanderbilt and her husband, William D. Sloane. The Sloanes, who had five children, 
aimed to build a modest home. However, at the end of 1885, Emily’s father, railroad tycoon William 
Henry Vanderbilt, died suddenly, leaving each of his eight children $10,000,000. With money no 
longer a factor, the plans for the home changed as the family expanded. The grounds were designed 
by Frederick Law Olmsted, the “father of landscape architecture” and the landscape architect of 
New York’s Central Park and the U.S. Capital. It took 13 months, some 70 designs for Olmsted to 
plan the property’s gardens.  

Like other large residences in fashionable Lenox, Elm Court was, in effect, a private hotel designed 
as much for the comfort and amusement of friends as for the owners. In high season, a daily 
schedule of activities was posted in the Manor Hall and might include a lawn tennis tournament, 
horseback riding, a picnic in a field with silver and servants, and/or an after-dinner concert in the 
music room staged under crystal sconces and intricate carvings of cherubs. One notable historical 
anecdote is the fact that the end of World War I was initiated on the terrace at Elm Court through 
the creation of the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations.   

In 1948, Vanderbilt descendants began operating an inn (The Elm Court Club) to preserve the estate 
and provide summer employment for the area's many teachers. The Inn eventually faltered, and 
due to overwhelming operational costs, the house shuttered in 1957, and the property was 
abandoned for 42 years.  

During this time the house was passed down through generations, and in 1999, it was passed to 
Robert Berle, great-great-grandson of the Sloanes, and his wife, Sonya. They undertook more than 
a $5,000,000 restoration and upgrading effort and opened the property as a luxury Inn. In 2002, the 
Berle family repositioned Elm Court as a luxury destination for weddings; however, it was too costly 
to operate, and in 2005, the property was placed on the market with an asking price of $21,500,000. 
But was then taken off the market at the end of 2006. 

In 2012, the couple sold the estate for $9,800,000 to Amstar/Travaasa Experiential Resorts, a 
collection of destinations, resorts, and spas, ending its 137-year history with the family of Emily 
Vanderbilt Sloane White. Travaasa spent ten years and more than $20,000,000 procuring land use 
entitlements for a luxury 5-star wellness resort. During litigation of the Travaasa project, Travaasa 
sold their Austin and Maui resorts and decided to sell Elm Court and close down the company.   

In 2020, Elm Court was marketed for $12,500,000. With no viable buyers, Travaasa took it off the 
market at the end of 2021 and was by Law at the end of 2022. 

# # # 

 

Images  (unless noted otherwise in the caption, photos can be credited to Elm Court Archives) 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/szkvm9sck2zgw0qdkfp1b/h?dl=0&rlkey=1hykz9rscm9jf3o4dov33zt4l 

 

Contact  
Media:   Leslie Lefkowitz / leslieblefkowitz@gmail.com 
Inquiries:  Linda Law lindaslaw@me.com 

Neil Ranta, TSG Construction (General Contractor) 562.500.2776 
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