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New Bedford City Council Unanimously Overrides Mayor’s Veto of Paid Family Leave Ordinance

"Last night, the New Bedford City Council voted unanimously, 11-0, to override the Mayor’s veto of my Paid
Family Leave Ordinance, officially making it law.

After nearly three years of work on this legislation, | am proud that the Council stood together to send a clear
message: we support working families.

| also want to again make clear what | have said throughout this process, this Ordinance does not increase the
City’s operating budget and does not create an additional cost to taxpayers.

The funding comes from salaries and wages that have already been budgeted and adopted. This benefit does
not provide employees with additional money; it simply gives eligible employees the ability to take paid time off
when they need it for qualifying circumstances.

If a position needs to be covered and overtime is necessary, funding for overtime already exists within the City’s
adopted budget. There is no new appropriation and no increase to the City’s operating budget as a result of this
Ordinance.

This is an important step, but it is only the beginning. Our authority allows us to extend this benefit through
Ordinance to Unit C employees. It will now be up to the administration to bargain in good faith with our municipal
unions to negotiate this same benefit for their members.

For three years, we have worked toward this moment. Last night, the Council delivered.

Working families deserve this benefit, and I'm proud that we made it happen.”
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