CIiTY OF NEwW BEDFORD
JONATHAN F. MITCHELL, MAYOR

August 25, 2025

City Council President Shane Burgo and
Honorable Members of the City Council
City of New Bedford

133 William Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

Dear Council President Burgo and Honorable Members of the Council:;

I have been informed by City Solicitor Eric Jaikes that Council disagrees with his opinion that
the City Code does not subject the Mayor’s appointment of the police chief to City Council
confirmation.

As you are aware, this Spring, I convened a nine-person panel to screen candidates for the City’s
open police chief position. The panel included two sitting city councilors who participated fully
in the panel’s deliberations. By the accounts of those who participated, including both
councilors, the process was exceptionally well-run by City personnel and our consultants, At its
conclusion, I notified the Council on June 23, 2025, that T had appointed Jason Thody to be the
City’s next chief. - Thody had a highly successtul career in the Hartford, Connecticut police
department, where he served as that city’s chief for five years before retiring amid a change in
mayoral administrations.

My administration’s position concerning the confirmation of police chief is hardly new. Neither .
in law nor custom has the appointment of police chief been subject to the Council’s

confirmation. Solicitor Jaikes has offered the Council his analysis of why the City Code does

not require confirmation, and for at least the last twenty years, the Council has not confirmed a
police chief candidate. The Council has maintained, however, that confirmation is required.
Solicitor Jaikes and I have discussed the Council’s arguments, and I believe his position is more
consistent with the Code.

Despite its insistence on confirmation, the Council has declined to hold a confirmation hearing,
Even though the Council was informed of Thody’s appointment two months ago, the Council has
not scheduled a hearing, much less called for a vote. I may disagree on the import of any such
vote, but Council has not even attempted to take it. In fact, at the Council’s invitation, Thody
appeared last week in his capacity as police chief before the Ordinance Committee to discuss
parking enforcement issues. The Council says it believes a confirmation vote is required, and yet
it has chosen to skip this supposedly essential step and is now treating Thody as the chief. These
inherently contradictory positions make it difficult to understand the Council’s point in this
entire exercise.
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I am concerned that the Council’s publicly proclaimed adherence to a position that is inconsistent
with the City Code and long-standing practice does nothing but distract from the police
department’s missign. We need to focus instead on how we together can continue to support the
essential worlt pf, public safety.




