
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians of Ellsworth School Department Students: 

 

Over the past 48 hours we have seen significant developments related to the COVID-19 virus both 

nationally and in the state of Maine.  With the expansion of testing which has resulted in a rapidly 

increasing number of confirmed cases nationally, and three presumptive positive cases in Maine as of 

Friday, it is clear that the number of confirmed cases will continue to increase.  As a result, we are seeing 

an unprecedented number of municipalities, businesses, and organizations implement strong measures 

beyond the standard preventative measures already implemented, including cancellation of events and 

activities and increased social distancing measures.  Based on continued monitoring of the evolving 

situation, including information received from the medical and scientific community, and ongoing 

communication with local and state partners, and discussion with other Hancock County school system 

superintendents, it is critical that our school department take appropriate action to in response to the help 

prevent spread of the virus.   

 

To that effect, Ellsworth Department Schools will be closed to students beginning with the end of school 

on Monday March 16, 2020.  Schools will be closed through Friday April 3, 2020.  There will be no after-

school activities Monday. 

 

School will be in session Monday March 16 so that students may retrieve any personal belongings, 

medication, and to receive information related to our efforts to provide remote and distance education 

while school facilities are closed. attend or not attend on 

Monday.  P  

 

Tuesday, ESD staff will hold their in-service day where they will continue plans for remote and distance 

learning and delivery of packets and directions for continued learning for students.  There is no 

expectation of remote and distance learning through Friday March 20.  Our intent is to finalize plans and 

expectations for those activities and to update you by the end of next week. 

 

Daniel A. Higgins

Superintendent of Schools

Phone (207) 664-7100  Fax (207) 669-6032

Email: dhiggins@ellsworthschools.org

www.ellsworthschools.org



Over the next two weeks we will continue to monitor the situation and continue to consult with the Maine 

DOE, Maine CDC, other local officials, and our neighboring school districts regarding returning to school 

on Monday April 6, 2020 or extending the closure as circumstances dictate.  We will continue to update 

y

at www.ellsworthschools.org, and our Facebook pages.  Please remember that we have included links on 

our website to other informative and helpful resources. 

 

Please know that the decision to close our schools was not taken lightly and without recognizing the 

impact and hardship the closure will have on our students, staff, parents, community members, day-care 

providers, and the local business community.  While we acknowledge the impact and hardship, this is a 

public health emergency that warrants closure of our schools. 

 

Thank you for your patience, understanding, and cooperation as we work together through this difficult 

situation.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Daniel A. Higgins 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


