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Get your heart pumping and give blood or platelets to help
prevent a summer blood shortage
Chance at Shark Week merchandise package for those who come to give thanks to Discovery
July 7, 2022 — The American Red Cross and Discovery are partnering for Shark Week and invite people to dive
in to help save lives by giving blood or platelets in July. The Red Cross saw a steep drop in blood and platelet
donations last month, and donors are asked to make appointments now to prevent a blood shortage this
summer.
In June, the Red Cross collected approximately 12% fewer blood donations than needed – one of the largest
monthly blood donation shortfalls in recent years. Here in the Southern Tier Region, 15% less donations were
made than expected. When less people answer the call to donate, the blood supply shrinks – and that could
mean blood products aren’t ready for hospital staff to reach for in emergencies.
Thanks to Discovery, all who come to give blood or platelets in July will automatically be entered for a chance to
win an exclusive Shark Week merchandise package that includes:
• Beach bike
• Smokeless portable fire pit
• Paddle board
• Kayak
• $500 gift card to put toward accessories
Those who come to give July 21-24 will get an exclusive Shark Week T-shirt from Discovery, while supplies last.
Details are available at rcblood.org/sharkweek.
By making and keeping blood and platelet donation appointments in July, donors can connect with
patients through a lifesaving gift. To book a time to give, download the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Upcoming blood donation opportunities July 7-31:

Delaware
Delhi
7/27/2022: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Delhi Alliance Church, 16178 NY 28
Margaretville
7/15/2022: 1:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Margaretville Fire Department, 77 Church Street
Sidney
7/19/2022: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., American Legion Post 183, 22 Union Street
Walton
7/12/2022: 1:30 p.m. - 6 p.m., Pines Brook Church, 1444 Pines Brook Rd
7/18/2022: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., Walton Fire Department, 59 West Street

Otsego
Cherry Valley
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7/29/2022: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., Cherry Valley Springfield High School, 597 County Highway 54
Cooperstown
7/27/2022: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Community Bible Chapel, 577 Greenough Road
Garrattsville
7/27/2022: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., New Lisbon Town Hall, 908 County Rd. 16
Gilbertsville
7/11/2022: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Christ Episcopal Church, Marion Ave/State Hwy 51
Laurens
7/14/2022: 12:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Laurens Fire Department, 34 Main St.
Oneonta
7/9/2022: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., Main Street Baptist Church Briggs Hall, 333 Main St.
7/19/2022: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., Foothills Performing Arts & Civic Center, 24 Market Street
7/22/2022: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Quality Inn, 5206 State Highway 23
7/29/2022: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., Quality Inn, 5206 State Highway 23
Richfield Springs
7/18/2022: 2:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Richfield Springs Community Center, Walnut Street
Blood drive safety
The Red Cross follows a high standard of safety and infection control. The Red Cross will continue to socially
distance wherever possible at blood drives, donation centers and facilities. While donors are no longer required to
wear a face mask, individuals may choose to continue to wear a mask for any reason. The Red Cross will also
adhere to more stringent face mask requirements per state and/or local guidance, or at the request of blood drive
sponsors. Donors are asked to schedule an appointment prior to arriving at a drive.
How to donate blood
Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or enable the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device to make an appointment or for more
information. All blood types are needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s
license or two other forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age in most
states (16 with parental consent where allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally
good health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years of age and younger
also have to meet certain height and weight requirements.
Blood and platelet donors can save time at their next donation by using RapidPass ® to complete their predonation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the day of their donation, before arriving at the blood
drive. To get started, follow the instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or use the Blood Donor App.
Amplify Your Impact − Volunteer!
Another way to support the lifesaving mission of the Red Cross is to become a volunteer blood donor ambassador
at Red Cross blood drives. Blood donor ambassadors help greet, check-in and thank blood donors to ensure they
have a positive donation experience.
For more information and to apply for a either position, contact RecruitWNY@redcross.org, call (607)785-7207 or
visit https://www.redcross.org/volunteertoday.
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides comfort to victims of disasters; supplies about 40% of the
nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; distributes international humanitarian aid; and supports veterans,
military members and their families. The Red Cross is a nonprofit organization that depends on volunteers and
the generosity of the American public to deliver its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org or
CruzRojaAmericana.org, or visit us on Twitter at @RedCross.
###

2022-APL-0447

2022-APL-0447

