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IN THE JUSTICE COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA,
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MISSOULA

BEFORE , JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
STATE OF MONTANA Dept No.
Plaintiff, Cause No.
_VS_
TUCKER PARSONS MILLER
Defendant, COMPLAINT

ANDREW W. PAUL, Deputy County Attorney, deposes and says that on or about
and between the 23 day of September and the 8™ day of October, 2015, in Missoula
County, the Defendant committed the offenses of:

COUNT I: AGGRAVATED ANIMAL CRUELTY, a Felony, in violation of MCA § 45-8-217,
punishable by 2 years MSP and a $2,500 fine;

COUNT II: TAMPERING WITH OR FABRICATING PHYSICAL EVIDENCE, a Felony, in
violation of Montana law, namely: Mont. Code Ann. 45-7-207, punishable by 10 years
MSP and a $50,000 fine.

The facts constituting the offense are:

COUNT I: On or about and between the 23" day of September and the 8" day of
October, 2015, the above-named Defendant inflicted cruelty to an animal with the purpose
of terrifying, torturing or mutilating the animal.

COUNT II: On or about the 8th day of October, 2015, the above-named Defendant
believing that an official proceeding or investigation is pending or about to be instituted,
altered, destroyed, concealed, or removed a thing (blowgun) with the purpose to impair

its verity or availability in such proceeding or investigation.
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DATED this 5" day of January, 2016.

ANDREW W. PAUL
Deputy County Attorney

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of December, 2016.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

COMPLAINT 15-2599

DAVID LAWRENCE WALROD, Missoula County Sheriff's Office
JOSHUA VOLINKATY, Missoula County Sheriff's Office

CINDY SYRJALA, Missoula City-County Health Dept.
REBECCA BIRKET, Missoula County Sheriff's Office

TYLER TERRILL, Missoula County Sheriff's Office

SHAWN WILLIAMS, Missoula County Sheriff's Office

CARRIE JOHNSON, US FOREST SERVICE
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IN THE JUSTICE COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA,
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MISSOULA

BEFORE , JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

STATE OF MONTANA, Cause No.

Plaintiff,

-V/S- AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

TUCKER PARSONS MILLER,

Defendant.
STATE OF MONTANA )

: SS

County of Missoula )

ANDREW W. PAUL, Deputy County Attorney, Montana, being first duly sworn upon
oath, deposes and says:

| have read the official law enforcement reports regarding the investigation of
TUCKER PARSONS MILLER for allegedly committing the offense(s) set forth in the
complaint and based upon the information contained in the reports, if true, believe
probable cause exists to justify charging the above-named defendant as specified in the
accompanying complaint.

On or about the 24™ day of September, 2015, Frank Noles, who lives in Lolo,
reported that a blow dart had struck his home. On the evening of the 23, Noles had
been sitting in his living room and saw a light-colored Chevrolet or GMC pickup pull up
and stop on the street, with its engine running. While the pickup was parked outside,
Noles heard a loud bang as something struck his living room window. The truck sped
away. The next morning, Noles discovered a steel blowgun dart with an attached
orange cup at the back end. It was located in the grass beneath his window. Noles

also found a dart stuck on the roof. Noles did some research on the internet and
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determined that the truck was likely a 2008-2013 GMC or Chevy truck. Later, Noles
turned over the darts to Animal Control Officer Cindy Syrjala.

On September 24, 2015, Jacob Folden discovered a steel dart stick inside one of
his and Cheryl Rodriguez’ black cats. Folden held on to the dart and later submitted it
to Det. Walrod. On October 1, 2015, Folden and Rodriguez were alerted to the fact that
their bob-tail cat had been struck by a dart. The dart was through part of the cat’s
shoulder on the left side and chest. The cat could not use its left leg. Animal Control
placed a live trap in the area and an orange dart cup was found inside the trap but the
cat was gone. The cup was seized as evidence. The cat was later found and appeared
to have healed.

On September 23, 2015, Charlotte Close was staying at her mother’s (Cynthia)
house and taking care of Cynthia’s cat Itty. Close put Itty outside in the evening. The
next morning, a steel blow dart with an orange cup was found just outside the front
door. Itty had blood on his right flank. On the morning of the 26", when Cynthia
returned home, she found another dart in front of a tree in yard. Both darts were
submitted to law enforcement. Cynthia put medicine on Itty’s wound and it appeared to
be healing.

On September 24, 2015, Gretchen Snyder let her cat, Lilly, outside in the
afternoon. According to Snyder, Lilly will usually come back to the door by 9 or 10 p.m.
to be let inside. When her husband opened the door to let Lilly in, he saw a dart with an
orange cup in Lilly’s chest. They were unable to catch Lilly that night so she stayed in

the garage. On the 25™, they were able to catch Lilly and they took her to the vet. The
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dart was extracted and Lilly was able to return home on the 26™. The vet bill totaled
$169.98.

Debra Merseal reported that on the 25" of September, 2015, her cats were fine.
She and her husband left for the weekend. When she returned on the afternoon of the
27, she could not find her cat named Annie Bonnie. On Monday morning of the 28™,
Annie Bonnie returned and she had a dart with an orange cup sticking out of her left
flank. Merseal was not able to catch Annie Bonnie for several days. She caught Annie
Bonnie on the 30" and found that the orange cup had fallen off but the steel shaft was
still inside the cat. Merseal took Annie Bonnie to the vet and the dart was removed and
treated for possible infection. The vet bill came to $84.75.

On October 2, 2015, Jean Belangie-Nye reported that at about 1:30 a.m. she
saw a pickup driving slowly around the area, shining a spotlight or flashlight from the
truck.

On October 3, 2015, Eileen Davies let her orange and white cat, Dillon, outside.
On the morning of the 4™, Davies let her cat inside and found a dart stuck in Dillon’s
neck, near the ear. Davies was able to remove the dart and dress the wound. She
saved the dart and turned it over to Animal Control.

On the evening of October 4, 2015, Hugh Mulholland put two of his Siberian
huskies into the kennel in his fenced yard. At about 2 a.m., Mulholland heard one of his
huskies bark and then begin to whine. When he went outside on the morning of the 5%,
he found that his dog Layna had a dart stuck in the right side of her neck. The dart was

turned over to Animal Control.
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Between October 5" and 28™ of 2015, over 15 different individuals in the Lolo
area reported finding darts on their respective properties.

On October 8, 2015, Raymond Vitatoe contacted law enforcement. Det. Walrod
spoke with him over the phone. Vitatoe reported that he had been in Sportsman’s
Warehouse on the 23" day of September, 2015. He was in town visiting his mother and
decided to buy fishing tackle and a fishing license. While in line he saw a man in front
of him who was buying a blowgun and what appeared to be a large number of darts.
Vitatoe didn’t think much of it at the time but knew it might be important when his mother
posted the story of pets being shot with a blowgun on her Facebook page. Det. Walrod
was able to confirm that Vitatoe purchased items in the store on the 23" day of
September, 2015.

On October 8, 2015, Det. Walrod contacted Aaron Olsen, a loss prevention
officer, at Sportsman’s Warehouse. Walrod asked if Olsen could track down the
transaction and the accompanying surveillance video of the sale of the blowgun. Olsen
was able to locate a transaction that included the sale of a Big Bore Professional 4-foot
Super Heavy Duty Blowgun and two packages of darts on the 23" day of September,
2015. Olsen said that Sportman’s Warehouse had not sold any of these blowguns in
the months leading up to this particular purchase. Det. Walrod was not able to find any
blowguns for sale in any other Missoula area stores.

Olsen showed Walrod video surveillance of the buyer arriving in the parking lot in
a newer Chevrolet extended cab pickup truck with a black toolbox in the bed of the

truck. The driver was accompanied by two other males and two females. The driver
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was later identified as Tucker Miller. The males entering the store with him were
identified as Hayden Barker and Matthew Breeden.

On October 10, 2015, Walrod and Lt. Detective Gunter conducted an interview
with Hayden Barker. Barker claimed he didn’t know anything about pets being darted
with a blowgun. Barker denied blow-darting pets. He denied being in the truck at the
same time when one of his friends were blow-darting pets.

On October 12, 2015, Walrod and Gunter met with Tucker Miller. Miller provided
a buccal swab DNA sample. Miller confirmed the identities of his friends in the photo
stills taken from the surveillance video. Miller admitted that he was the one who
purchased the blowgun and darts. He admitted to going back to the store to purchase
more darts on September 25, 2015. Miller admitted to shooting cats with blow darts
when they were out one night, “kind of bored.” Miller claimed that he and Breeden shot
at two or three “stray cats.” Miller said he did not think that Barker was with them.
Miller claimed that the blowgun and darts had been stolen from the back of his truck.
Miller only admitted to shooting 2-3 cats around a dumpster in a trailer park.

After speaking with Miller, Walrod and Gunter went to speak with Matthew
Breeden. Breeden said he was ashamed that he was involved but that there is a
difference between a house cat and a dumpster cat. Breeden admitted to being in the
truck with Miller one night and that they shot three cats. Breeden claimed that it was not
his idea to go shoot cats and that it was not his blowgun. Breeden provided a DNA
sample.

Walrod applied for and received warrants to search the phones and phone

records of Miller, Breeden and Barker. Miller was served the phone warrant on October
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18, 2015. Miller's phone was downloaded by Detective Deibert and returned to Miller
on October 21, 2015. Barker was served on October 17, 2015 and his phone was
downloaded and returned on October 21, 2015. Breeden’s phone was seized on
October 16, 2015, downloaded and then returned on October 21, 2015.

After the phones were returned, Breeden’s attorney called Walrod and set up an
interview at the Missoula County Sheriff's Office for October 22, 2015. Breeden was
advised of his rights and he agreed to speak with Walrod and Gunter, in the presence of
his attorney Eric Hinkle. Breeden admitted that he did not provide detectives the true
story during the first interview. Breeden admitted that he, Miller and Barker all went out
and shot cats on the night Miller bought the blowgun. Breeden admitted to driving all
over the Lolo area shooting cats. Breeden denied targeting a dog. Breeden expressed
remorse at what they had done.

Breeden said that he and the others began to get nervous after the news of pets
being darted began to spread on social media. Breeden said he and Miller took the
blowgun up into the mountains, destroyed it and buried beside a dirt road. Later,
Breeden led Walrod and Gunter to the site where they buried the blowgun. Walrod
seized the blowgun that had been chopped into pieces.

On October 26, 2015, Tucker Miller reported to the Missoula County Sheriff's
Office with his attorney, John Smith. Miller admitted that he bought the blowgun and
darts. Miller admitted that he had shot cats with the blowgun. He stated that he, Barker
and Breeden would take turns shooting cats with the blowgun. Miller denied targeting
any dogs. Miller admitted that he had lied to the detectives when they first spoke with

him. Miller was unable to provide an accurate number of cats hit with darts. Miller
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claimed that they only shot cats on two nights. However, the investigation established
that pets were hit with darts on at least four nights.

On the 2" day of November, 2015, Hayden Barker agreed to come to the
Sheriff’s Office for an interview. Barker admitted that he did not tell the truth on October
10, 2015, when detectives initially spoke to him. Barker admitted that he was with
Breeden and Miller when they drove around Lolo, shooting cats with Miller’s blowgun.
Barker admitted that he used the blowgun to shoot a dart at a cat. Barker claimed he
only went with Breeden and Miller on two nights. He said that he knew Breeden and
Miller went to dart cats on two additional nights without Barker. Barker admitted that he
spoke with Miller and Breeden about destroying the blowgun however he was not with

them when they got rid of it.

ANDREW W. PAUL
Deputy County Attorney

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this day of January, 2015.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

ORDER

Upon reading the foregoing Affidavit, the Court finds that there is probable cause to
believe the above-named Defendant committed the crimes charged.

DATED this day of , 2015 at a.m./p.m.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE



