
CITY OF WILLISTON
PO BOX 1306
WILLISTON, ND 58802-1306
PHONE (701) 577-8105
FAX (701) 577-8880

Dear Williston Resident,

This letter serves as a formal notice regarding an upcoming adjustment to the City's Water, Sewer, and Solid Waste rates. The new rates
are scheduled to take effect on January 1, 2026, pending the approval of the associated rate resolution. The rate resolution will be
presented to the City Commission on Tuesday, December 9th, at 6:00 PM in the John Kautzman Chamber Room.

The City of Williston is dedicated to providing reliable water, wastewater, and solid waste services. We understand that rate increases
affect household and business budgets, and we do not make these decisions lightly.

This decision follows a comprehensive utility rate study—initiated in 2020 for water and sewer and updated in 2025 for the landfill—
to ensure long-term stability and continued service excellence. Independent utility consultants, including AE2S and Burns & McDonnell,
rigorously evaluated our financial structure, costs of service, and revenue generation.

The City Commission has adopted a multi-year rate increase schedule to consistently fund planned system maintenance and
expansion. The proposed 2026 rate includes modest, necessary increases to address critical operational needs, mandated
requirements, and crucial infrastructure investments essential to protect public health and guarantee reliable service for the next
generation.

What These Rate Adjustments Will Fund-

Operational Sustainability:
● Keep pace with inflationary increases in labor, fuel, equipment, parts, and materials
● Promote operational self-sufficiency and long-term financial viability of utility enterprise funds
● Cover increased wholesale water purchase costs from the Western Area Water Supply Authority (WAWSA)
● Build and maintain appropriate cash reserves for system stabilization and emergency contingencies
Infrastructure Investment:
● Fund long-term capital improvements by rehabilitating and replacing aging water pipes, treatment facilities, pumps, reservoirs,

and wells
● Ensure continued landfill capacity as the Inert area approaches capacity in 2028 and Cells 1-4 reach capacity in 2032
● Meet mandated environmental and water quality standards established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and

North Dakota Department of Health and Human Services
Regulatory Compliance:
● Maintain landfill compliance with North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (NDDEQ) regulations
● Meet state-mandated debt service coverage ratios for bonded capital projects
●  Fulfill all financial obligations to bondholders and other creditors



Financial Responsibility:
●  Minimize reliance on intergovernmental subsidies (such as Gross Production Tax transfers) to fund utility operations
●  Reduce dependency on debt financing for routine operational and capital needs
●  Continue to lessen the burden of special assessments and extraordinary utility fees on residents

Commitment to Affordability
Despite these adjustments, the City of Williston maintains some of the most competitive utility rates in North Dakota. While we have
successfully avoided substantial rate increases for many years, periodic adjustments to align with inflation and actual cost of service
are necessary to ensure system reliability and regulatory compliance.

The 2026 resolution for the rate schedule will be presented to the Board of City Commissioners for consideration at the commission
meeting on Tuesday, December 9th, 2025, at 6pm in the John Kautzman Chamber Room at 22 East Broadway. A virtual option will
be available with dial-in information at www.cityofwilliston.com.

As a reminder, summer rates are still in effect for the months of June, July, and August in 2026.

Lastly, starting January 2026, the City of Williston is rolling out a new, comprehensive look for your utility bill! This upgrade is designed
to make your monthly statements clearer, more intuitive, and easier to understand at a glance. The modernized format will make it
easier for customers to quickly locate key account information, understand their consumption history, and verify payment details

Thank you for your understanding and continued support as we work together to maintain essential utility services for our
community.

Respectfully,

City of Williston



RATE ADJUSTMENT PROPOSAL

The following rate adjustments, if approved by the Board of City Commissioners, will become effective January 1, 2026.

●Water
o Price per unit of residential water: $3.06/unit to $3.21/unit
o Price per unit of commercial water: $3.06/unit to $3.30/unit
o 5% auto inflation adjustment at the beginning of the year each year

●Sewer
o Price per unit of residential sewer: $2.18/unit to $2.29/unit
o Price per unit of commercial sewer: $2.18/unit to $2.35/unit
o 5% auto inflation adjustment at the beginning of the year each year

●Residential Summer Rates for sewer and water set from June through August
●Customer average based on January, February, and March usage
o Summer water rate price per unit of residential water: $2.36/unit to $2.48/unit
o Summer sewer rate price per unit: locked in at customer average

●Sanitation
o Residential collection (98-gallon container) from $11/month to $12/month
o Commercial (6 CY, Collected 2x/wk, per week) from $56.70 to $69
o Roll-off (per pull) from $74.30 to $90
o Municipal solid waste landfill from $45/ton to $54/ton
o Landfill construction materials inert price per ton from $25.00 to $30.00
o 5% auto inflation adjustment at the beginning of the year each year

PROPOSED MONTHLY WATER METER CHARGES

Meter Size Reads In Current Meter Charge New Price 2026

*1 unit = 100 cubic feet or 748 gallons
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