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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTPRg 02 206

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF GRANT Received
: Wenatchee, WA

ROBERT COLE SOREANO ,
No. 26-2-00031-13
Plaintiff,
Vs, SUMMONS
CHELAN COUNTY, a Public Agency

Defendant.

TO THE DEFENDANTS: A lawsuit has been started against you in the above-entitled
Court by ROBERT COLE SOREANO, Plaintiff. Plaintiff’s claim is stated in the written
Complaint, a copy of which is served upon you with this Summons.

In order to defend against this lawsuit, you must respond to the Complaint by stating your
defense in writing, and by serving a copy upon the person signing this Summons within 20 days
after the service of this Summons, excluding the date of service, or within 60 days if this Summons

'|| was served outside the State of Washington, or within 60 days after the date of the first publication

of this Summons, or a default judgment may be entered against you without notice. A default
judgment is one where Plaintiff is entitled to what he asks for because you have not responded. If
you serve a Notice of Appearance on the undersigned person, you are entitled to notice before a
default judgment may be entered.

You may demand that the Plaintiff file this lawsuit with the Court. If you do so, the demand
must be in writing and must be served upon the person signing this Summons. Within 14 days after
you serve the demand, the Plaintiff must file this lawsuit with the Court or the service on you of this
Summons and Complaint will be void.

WOODS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC

Attorneys at Law
SUMMONS 632 Valley Mall Parkway
Page 1 of 2 East Wenatchee, WA 98802

(509) 663-3915
FAX (509) 663-6064
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Washington.

—
DATED this J day of January 2026.

FILE RESPONSE WITH:

Clerk of the Court

Grant County Superior Court
35 C Street NW, Room 218
Ephrata, WA 98823

SERVE A COPY OF YOUR RESPONSE ON:

WOODS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC
Jeremy M. Burke

Attorney at Law

632 Valley Mall Parkway

East Wenatchee, WA 98802

(509) 663-3915

SUMMONS
Page 2 of 2

If you wish to seek the advice of an attorney in this matter, you should do so promptly so
that your written response, if any, may be served on time.

This Summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4 of the Superior Court Civil Rules of the State of

WOODS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC

o

“JEREMY M. BURKE, WSBA #52537
Attorney for Plaintiff

WOODS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC
Aftorneys at Law
632 Valley Mall Parkway
East Wenatchee, WA 98802
(509) 663-3915
FAX (509) 663-6064
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Chelan County
Auditor

FEB 02 2006

Received
Wenatchee, WA

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF GRANT

ROBERT COLE SOREANO
Plaintiff,
V.

CHELAN COUNTY, a Public Agency,

Defendant.

Case No.
26-2-00031-13
COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT VIOLATIONS & PENALTIES
REGARDING FAILURE TO
DISCLOSE RECORDS AND COMPLY
WITH RCW 42.56. ET. SEQ.

I. PARTIES

A. Plaintiff.

1. Plaintiff, Robert Cole Soreano, an individual, is a resident of Chelan County,

Washington.

B. Defendant.

2. Defendant, Chelan County, is a public “agency” within the meaning of RCW

42.56.010(1). Defendant is located within the State of Washington, Chelan County.

3. The records sought that are subject to the Public Records Act (hereinafter “PRA™)

litigation are believed to have been located at and within the County of Chelan, State of

Washington. In addition, the records are within the custody of Defendant.

COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 1 of 6

Woods, Brangwin & Bratton PLLC
632 Valley Mall Parkway
East Wenatchee, WA 98802
Phone (509)663-3915
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II. VENUE & JURISDICTION

4. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to RCW 42.56.550.

5. The records, that are the subject of this case are maintained within Chelan County, State
of Washington.

6. Venue is appropriate in Grant County pursuant to RCW 36.01.050.

III. GENERAL ALLEGATIONS
A. General Factual Allegations

7. This is a PRA violation litigation filed by Plaintiff Robert Cole Soreano as a valid
requestor against Defendant Chelan County. As the following will show, Defendant,
through bad faith, recklessness, inadequate searches, insufficient trainings and procedures
has failed to comply with the provisions of the PRA and material violations of the intent
and application of the PRA have occurred by Defendant.

8. Public Records requests may be made directly to public records officers or through the
Chelan County Public records portal, GovQA, pursuant to RCW 42.56.580, RCW
42.56.040, and Chapter 1.376.070 of the Chelan County Code.

9. Through Chapter 1.376.070 of the Chelan County Code a public records request can be
made directly to Chelan County through an online portal located at

https://chelancountywa.govga.us/'WEBAPP/_rs/SupportHome.aspx

10. Plaintiff submitted The Public Record request through the Chelan County portal as
required.

11. Plaintiff did not, and has not, requested Defendant create a new record.

12. A requestor making an unambiguous written request for a copy of an existing document

is not the creation of a new record.

COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS woo:;ﬁ lz;al:llgwiMn ﬁ l?mlt(ton PLLC
alley Mall Parkway
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 2 of 6 East Wenatgheo, WA 08802
Phone (509)663-3915
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COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 3 of 6 : 632 Valley Mall Parkway

13. The records requested by Plaintiff are public records to be made available for inspection
and copying under RCW 42.56

14. On August 12, 2025, Plaintiff, made a public records request to Defendant through
Chelan County’s online public records request website.

15. Plaintiff’s specific written PRA request included him uploading a digital file to the
GovQA portal and then asked for the following mder the GovQA prompt of “Describe
the Record(s) Requested™:

“All metadata information reference the untitled/undated document attached
within this request. Please include creation date, aﬁthor, last modified, computer
station, the individual signed in, any sender/recipient details, and any other

pertinent information regarding this document.”

16. On September 16, 2025, Defendant replied “No metadata information could be located
regarding the document you have provided for to reference.”

17. The same day, September 16, 2025, Defendant advised Plaintiff that the request was
considered closed. |

18. Defendant failed ‘to provide all records subject to the PRA. It is believed that the
Defendant turned over the records, sought by Plaintiff in this request, to a different
requestor the day after the Defendant denied Plaintiff access to the records.

19. Disclosure of all of the requested records is in the public interest and would not have
injured Defendant.

20. Plaintiff is legally entitled to, and Defendant was required to provide, all responsive

records to the public records request.

East Wenatchee, WA 98802
Phone (509)663-3915
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21.

22.

Defendant has inadequate systems and staffing to determine which records were subject
to the PRA and which were not.

Defendant’s staff’s conduct demonstrates a clear lack of proper training and supervision
regarding the intent, duties, and obligations of an agency in complying with the statutory

provisions of the PRA to a requestor of public records.

IV. =~ CAUSES OF ACTION

Plaintiff’s First Cause of Action: Violation of Washington State’s Public Records Act--

RCW 42.56.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Washington’s PRA requires agencies such as Defendant to adopt reasonable rules to
provide the fullest assistance to requestors and the timeliest possible action on requests.
RCW 42.56.100.

Washington’s PRA requires agencies to respond no later than five business days from
receiving the request. RCW 42.56.520. Within those five days the agency must either
(1) provide the record, (2) ask for clarification, (3) deny the request, or (4) provide a
reasonable estimate of the time needed to respond to the request based on “the need ... to
notify third persons or agencies affected by the request.” Id. Defendant failed to comply
with these requirements by failing to provide all responsive records.

Washington’s PRA mandates that every “agency... shall make available for public
inspection and copying all public records.” RCW 42.56.070(1). Defendant violated this
mandate by failing to produce all responsive records.

No exemption to the PRA requirements applies in this case and public policy favors

timely disclosure, and in no way hinders disclosure, of the records requested by Plaintiff.

COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 4 of 6

Woods, Brangwin & Bratton PLLC
632 Valley Mall Parkway
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

Phone (509)663-3915
Fay {800 AR2-ANA4




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36

27. Defendant’s actions as discussed herein, were not reasonable nor in compliance with the
spirit or intent of the PRA and, at a minimum, demonstrated negligence.

28. Based on these violations, Plaintiff requests the court award statutory costs of $100 per
day, per document Defendant failed to provide prior to closing the request, along with

costs and attorney’s fees as discussed herein.

B. Plaintiff’s Right to Costs, Statutory Fees, and Attorney’s Fees:

29. RCW 42.56.550(4) provides that any person who prevails against an agency in any action
seeking the right to inspect or copy any public record or the right to receive a response
within a reasonable amount of time shall be awarded all costs, including reasonable
attorney’s fees. The prevailing requestor must be awarded an amount imposed as a
statutory penalty against the agency in an amount up to $100 dollars per record for each
day that the requestor has been denied the right to inspect or copy a public record or been
denied an adequate response. Plaintiff requests the court award all statutory fees and

costs, including reasonable attorney’s fees in compliance with this statute.

V. PRAYER FOR RELIEF:
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Robert Cole Soreano pray for judgment against Defendant Chelan
County as follows:
A. Provide all records responsive to Plaintiff’s request.
B. Award Plaintiff of all costs associated with this litigation to obtain the records requested
by Plaintiff, as provided in RCW 42.56.550(4).
C. Award Plaintiff reasonable attorney fees associated with this litigation to obtain the

records requested by Plaintiff, as provided in RCW 42.56.550(4).

COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS Woods, Brangwin & Bratton PLLC

632 Valley Mall Parkway
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 5 of 6 Eat Wensieo, WA 58502
Phone (509)663-3915

Fax (509) 663-6064
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D. Award Plaintiff 2 monetary penalty pursuant to RCW 42.56.550(4) of $100 per day, per
document, for each day since the date of Plaintiff’s August 12, 2025, PRA request until
the date all records are actually provided to Plaintiff, in the requested form, by

Defendant.

E. Such other relief as the court deems just and equitable.

DATED this 5 day of January, 2026. )

JEREMY M. BURKE, WSBA #52537
Counsel for Plaintiff

COMPLAINT FOR PUBLIC RECORDS W°°6d355 %al’l‘gwti\:(‘ ﬁ E'am“ PLLC
alley Mall Parkway
ACT VIOLATIONS. Page 6 of 6 East Wenatchee, WA 98802
Phone (509)663-3915
Fax (500 AA3-6064
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF GRANT

ROBERT COLE SOREANO, )
) NO. 26-2-00031-13

Plaintiff, )

and ) DECLARATION OF SERVICE
)
CHELAN COUNTY, a Public )
Agency, )
)
Defendant. )
)
)

The undersigned states: I am a resident of the State of Washington, over the age of eighteen
(18) years, not a party to or interested in the above matter, and am competent to be a witness herein.

On February 2, 2026, I served by hand delivery copies of the following documents:

1. Summons;

2. Complaint for Public Records Act Violations & Penalties Regarding Failure
to Disclose Records and Comply with RCW 42.56. ET.SEQ and;

3. Declaration of Service.

to the following person:

Skip Moore

Chelan County Auditor

Chelan County Auditor’s Office
350 Orondo Ave, Suite 202
Wenatchee, WA 98801

WOODS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC

Attorneys at Law
DECLARATION OF SERVICE 632 Valley Mall Parkway

Page 1 of 2 East Wenatchee, WA 98802
(509) 663-3915
. FAX (509) 663-6064
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[ declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is
true and correct.

Signed at East Wenatchee, Washington on February 2, 2026.

OJfey Ocaned?

Abby Acevedo

WOoO0DS, BRANGWIN & BRATTON, PLLC
Attorneys at Law
DECLARATION OF SERVICE 632 Valley Mall Parkway
Page 2 of 2 East Wenatchee, WA 98802
(509) 663-3915
FAX (509) 663-6064




