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Dear Kevin McArdle,

Aftey ieading yuur stry this moming, we, members of te SL Feter's Frep basketbal) team, have chosen 0 respond in writing, as 2
family to your story. We would like to address your portrayal of Coach Todd Decker and the unfortunate injury to Tommny Papas.

We would Ihmmbithdwbd] parties involved, as well as the public, that at no point ever have we felt threasned

or fearful in any way towards Coach Decker or any other members of the coaching staff. We have nsed the pads in drills for years and
not only saw the benefite of the drills in our skill development, but also appreciated and enjoyed the efforts of our coaches. We also
witnessed Tommy’s father use the pads numercus times in practice as a freshman team coach at our school for one and a half sezsong
bel'mehc'wmmlievedofﬂtjubdnﬂnglhismWeaMysknewlhatwDeclulusnmhinghnowhminminmindmd
will always continve to, both on the court as players and off the court as people.
GoﬂDagkuhsnﬁhingbutmumppoﬁanddedkzﬁchdnnotwantwhatmanaﬂﬂeﬁcaccidentwbembdasan
mmpledphyimlabum%fed!hatymstmydnmnmsbowmmbeﬂnmandinmdsnppmtnﬂwfamilynlkmpﬁngmukc
public advantage of the sitnation at Rutgers University which could not be more opposite stories.
Asp!ayuswewantevaymetuknowmcmlhaboulowOmchasweﬂasonrhaskeunl!pmmm.Ouhopes&efaTommym

recover from his injury. We also want to let set the record straight that as people who spend more time with Coach Decker and his staff
than our famities and are together in the gym on and off the court every day, that there is zero chance that this incident is anything but

an unfortupate accident.

Sincerely,
The 2012-2013 St. Peter’s Prep Basketball Program
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